
Important Dates to Remember 
December 

1 Mon Registration–After School Club opens 9:00 a.m. 

1-4   M-F THE ELF SHELF Shop   2:30 – 5:30p.m.  

4 Thur Buddy Read    6:00 p.m. 

11 Thur Community Council 3:00 p.m. 

22–Jan2 No School – Winter Break 

January 

5 Mon School back in session 

9 Fri 5th Grade Maturation Clinic 

16 Fri ½ Day. Out at noon. No Kindergarten 

19 Mon No School –Martin Luther King Jr. 

29  Thur STEM at Work Night 

30 Fri No School 

February 

3  Tues  Dance Program 

10-12 T-Th STEM Fair  (Science Fair)  

11-12 W,Th Book Fair 

12 Thur ½ Day. Out at noon. No Kindergarten 

13 Fri No School  

16 Mon No School –President’s Day 

http://woodruffwildcats.weebly.com/ 

 Fill out your volunteer forms to help out with PTA events. Send it 

            back to the school and thanks for all your help! 

   Facebook: search Woodruff Elementary PTA 
       Like us to get news and updates. 

Report your child’s Absence 755-2351 

Pay your child’s lunch! Call 755-2350 for update. 

Save Box Tops and Campbell's Soup Labels  
          to earn money for your school.  

 Scan your Fresh Values Card with number: 81240 

Smith’s gives money to Woodruff! (code must be re-entered every year) 

Fridays are Spirit Days –Wear a Woodruff Wildcat 

     t-shirt on Friday and be in a Book drawing &   

                                                        enter to win a trophy for your class! 

For the safety of the students, anyone entering the building 

           needs to check in at the office. 

Any night you go to Buffalo Wildwings, tell them to 

donate to Woodruff Oddesey of the Mind 
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A Message from the Principal 

This time of year has always been my favorite 

for several reasons. I was raised in Box Elder 

County, Utah. I was like most of my 

classmates, excited for the winter holidays and 

the presents I would receive from loved ones. 

My birthday was also in December, so I would 

celebrate it, along with Christmas.   

Later on (much later on) I got married to my beautiful wife in the 

month of December during our school break. Time has gone on and 

I have found that my December days are 

packed! Not only with my own celebrations 

and traditions but with those of my 

community, my family, church organizations, 

and my community. At times it is so packed 

with activity that I wonder why I loved it so much as a  kid. The 

simple fact is that it was a time of giving and receiving gifts, being 

with family, and having a little break from the day-to-day. The 

things I remember most aren’t the things I received but rather the 

simple things I did with my family. My favorite memories are being 

with my cousins during our family gatherings. My children are now 

teaching me how stressful that must have been for my parents and 

for my grandparents.  
This winter break I hope we all can get back to 

focusing on  the most important things in our lives. 

We can make a New Year’s resolution to spend 

more time with our kids, to get healthier, or to be more kind to 

someone we haven’t been kind to in the past. In my family we are 

constantly evaluating how we are doing. We have a family night 

once a week where we talk about things we want to do better about 

in 2015 and maybe some of those things include reading, school 

behavior, making new friends, or participating in something new–

like the STEM fair. The most important thing is that we continue to 

encourage each other to be our best and to continue improving. 

I wish all of you the very best and safest holidays this year, 

Mr. Holmgren 

Elf Shelf Shopping It's time again for our 

ELF SHELF!  This workshop gives the kids a chance 

to be able to hand pick their own special gift for 

friends and family.  It helps create the opportunity for 

the kids to budget their money and make their own 

choices.  There will be a large variety of gifts in 

different price ranges to choose from.  A money control envelope is 

provided so we will be able to help them decide who they should 

buy gifts for and how much to spend.  We also welcome you and 

your friends and family to be a part of this great opportunity.   The 

workshop will be set up in the Little Theatre December 1st - 4th 

from 2:30-5:30 PM See you there! 
Buddy Read Our annual Buddy Read / Book Swap is 

Thursday December 4th at 6:00pm. We will have lots 

of great local celebrity readers there, so bring one of 

your books from home and swap it for a different 

book.  Read some fun Christmas books and have some 

refreshments too! It is also another Brag Tag event so don’t miss it!  
Reflections State Winner  

Congratulations to Holden Nielsen who is moving on 

to the state reflections contest for his 3D art. Way to go! 

 

New Contest 
Don't forget to keep collecting box tops and labels 

for education labels.  The next contest will end in 

January with the prize being coupons to use towards our next book 

fair in February.  We made over $600 dollars with box tops for our 

school with our last contest. Keep up the good work Wildcats!!! 

 

http://woodruffwildcats.weebly.com/


STEM at Work Night 

 STEM at Work: Do you use science, technology, 

engineering, or math at work? We are in search of 

presenters to show students how fun these fields 

are and how they can use them when they grow 

up. Let us know if you, or someone you work with 

or know, can be part of our great event on January 29th at 6pm. Call 

the office or email WoodruffElmPTA@gmail.com 

Everyone is invited to our STEM at Work Night on January 29, at 

6:00pm! Come see the amazing things people do in their line of work! 

We will have Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

professionals displaying what they do and how they use STEM at their 

work. Hands-on activities offered for all of those that visit each career 

booth! You won't want to miss this amazing night! 

STEM FAIR (Science Fair) 
Coming FEBRUARY 10th!!! Start thinking about 

your project!! 

We encourage all students to 

participate! Projects should focus on 

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math areas using the scientific 

method OR engineering process.  

 

Scientific Method: *Ask a question * Do background research *  

Construct a hypothesis * Experiment hypothesis *Analyze data * 

Draw conclusion * Write Results 

Engineering Process: *Identify a problem/need *Identify criteria and 

constraints *Brainstorm possible solutions/ideas *build and test a 

model/prototype *Redesign and retest as necessary *Present results  

Websites to help in your STEM fair projects  

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/  http://www.eie.org/  

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/projects.html  

Thank You, Thank you!! 
 Thanks to the woodruff PTA for purchasing Student  

 Council Shirts  for all those kids on student council. 

 Thank you for your donations to the Student Council and PTA 

sponsored Food Drive. We collected and delivered 366 pounds of 

food for the Cache Community Food Pantry. 

Join the PTA!!  
Are you a medal winner yet?  Join the PTA!!  

Bronze Level– Pay dues (10.00 in the office)  

Silver Level– Pay dues and volunteer at events when you can 

Gold Level– Pay dues and join the PTA board!! 

Are you going to go for the gold and improve your children’s 

experience along with all the other kids in your community?  

To join PTA:  Get a PTA envelope in the office. Fill it out and 

include your $10 dues. Turn it back into the office.

 

WOODRUFF WILDCATS THEATER- The Hundred-Year SNOOZE 
FABULOUS performance from our wonderful cast for The Hundred-Year SNOOZE!!! 

5th Grade  
Alexis Taylor 
Aliza Murray 
Angel Sanchez 
Bridger Mortensen 
Camille Ordonez 
Cassady Hanks 
Conner Hanson 
Dayana Carlos 
Jake McLaughlin 
Kurtis Morgan 

Kyle Eikbush 
Madelyn Garcia 
Sami Tolman 
Timbrey Phillips 
Whitley Wiser 
4th Grade  
Aaron Shumway 
Andrew Crookston 
Camryn Crosby 
Hallie Meier 
Maizee Fryer 

Tyler Hamblin 
Zander Wiser 
3rd Grade 
Alex Allen 
Alexis Burcham 
Annahy Avila 
Brooklyn Adams 
Calvin Wallis 
Emily Bair  
Kiana Tabura 
Kody Reynolds 

Lexie Bowman 
Makayla Bartlett 
Oakley Seamons 
Oscar Bradshaw 
Parker Duce 
Rylee Reynolds 
Sam Altom 
Tayli Vollmer 
Tessa Tubbs 
Tiare Tolman 
2nd Grade  

Alivia Oldham 
Allie Shumway 
Ben Wallis 
Blake Schwab 
Charlotte Waters 
Danika Vollmer 
Eden Davison 
Emma Crookston 
Grace Dicus 
Holden Nielsen 
Kate McLaughlin 

Mariah Murray 
Olivia Hemphill 
Olivia Nielsen 
Onyx Kennington 
Shelby Hess 
 
 

And a HUGE THANK YOU to all those who helped with costumes, scenery, practices, props and so much more- Angie Tolman, Angie Bair, 

Fara Avila, Jessica  & Richard Bartlett, Emily Hanson, Melissa Morgan, Mary Davison, Denise Seamons, Monae Murray, Shelly Bowman, 

Lindsay Meier, Karlee Fryer, Michelle Bradshaw, Katie Jo Nielsen and the Woodruff PTA. I loved working with everyone!!!  -Jolene 

Mortensen

Parenting Tip 
Why Kids Must Work 
Work is an essential key to healthy human development  

It is one of the foundation blocks of character development. Work 

helps a child to develop independence, endurance and tenacity. It 

improves the child’s self-image and develops confidence and self –

discipline’ it teaches the child to handle responsibility. Work teaches a 

child that we reap what we sow. We are supposed to earn what we get 

in life. In many homes the children are indulged and spoiled. How can 

a child appreciate what he has been given if he doesn’t know its value 

because he has never “earned” anything? 

 If a child does not learn to work he fails to develop skills, 

confidence, independence, and instead develops a sense of inferiority. 

This means that he will carry a skill deficit into the teenage years. Our 

children must learn to work while they are young. This does not mean 

that they can never have any fun, but they should work, earn money 

and eventually be able to buy many of their own personal belonging. 

They need to learn to manage and budget their own time and money. 

By the time they get into the teenage years, they should already have a 

steady income from the efforts of their own labor, both in and out of 

the home. Work helps a child learn quickly that we get what we earn 

in life.  

What if my kids don’t want to work? 
If kids don’t want to work, it is because there is no existing need for 

them to have to work. Kids need to have needs. What is the ideal 

environment for raising children” One in which there are lots of 

opportunities to work! If children have everything given to them, it 

destroys their incentive to work. Why work if everything is provided? 

Parents must create a home environment of need. It is not wrong for 

children to have needs. They must need some clothes, toys and money 

for entertainment so they will work. As they work they will begin to 

develop a sense of power a sense of independence and confidence that 

they can provide for themselves. Work also develops character, 

courage, resourcefulness, stamina and a positive self-image. It is what 

makes people happy. Kids should learn to work, sacrifice, save and 

defer gratification. They need to struggle and then taste success and 

victory over themselves and their world. Don’t deny them this just so 

you can feel good about giving them everything.  

     James Jones 

     Kudos for Kids 

Got news? Newsletter contact- Julie Orme:  jab3773@hotmail.com

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/
http://www.eie.org/
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/projects.html


 


